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The design and implementation of new policies aiming to improve the way human communities interact
with marine and fluvial ecosystems have been a recurrent contemporary concern. Current debates reflect
the need to find alternatives for promoting sustainable development, whether from an environmental,
social, economic or cultural point of view. In this sense, it is crucial to obtain answers that could be
materialised through direct interventions to preserve and re-contextualise the cultural heritage linked to
oceans, seas, rivers and water reserves (aquifers, springs, etc.), including greater awareness and
participation of citizens. The social sciences and humanities can play a relevant role in this process.
Therefore, a question may be asked: How can this scientific field be involved in the processes that question
public policies for the sustainability, maintenance and restoration of the heritage (ies) linked to Cultures
of Water? Working from a historical and transdisciplinary perspective allows questioning these needs by
looking at the past, facing the present and bringing awareness to the future. There is an urgent need to
develop co-creative processes enhancing greater participation of local communities in the preservation
and dynamization of these ecosystems and increasing awareness about shared heritage and the importance
of the Cultures of Water in their history and daily lives. In this sense, we bring to discussion the ongoing
project "Cultures of Water", which aims, from co-creation and citizen science methodologies, to develop
an integrated platform to think, promote and disseminate the heritage related to the northern coastline of
Portugal. This platform will work at two levels: on the one hand, capitalising on the knowledge already
generated by researchers and partner entities; on the other hand, creating new knowledge from the
relationships with local communities in processes of mutual dialogue. From this perspective, it is expected
to establish a systematic dialogue between academia, local communities, public and private organisations,
NGOs, and cultural and environmental associations and to result in a (more) informed, conscious and

voluntary participation of people linked to the heritage (ies) of this region.
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