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The history of women archaeologists in Portugal and their contribution to the
development of the discipline is yet to be studied. However, in recent years, some articles
published in Portugal have contributed to the construction of this history. Some of these
are from the year 2020, and although the coronavirus pandemic has affected the
progress of these investigations, especially regarding fieldwork. Generally, these are
quantitative studies based on the number of publications by women archaeologists and
their references and interviews in newspapers. These articles, which require significant
time for database analysis, have not yet explained the existing gaps. It is not the scope of
this paper to pursue this quantitative scope; instead, it intends to conduct a qualitative
analysis of the contribution of women archaeologists to the development of prehistoric
studies in Northern Portugal. To achieve this goal, we are focusing on analysing the
doctoral theses developed by women concerning pre- and proto-historic archaeology in
Northern Portugal. With this evaluation, we intend to contribute to the history of
Portuguese women’s archaeology and, at the same time, highlight their methodological
and conceptual achievements.
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proto-history

The contribution of research developed by Portuguese women archaeologists to the
development of the discipline is yet to be researched. The problem has begun to be
debated only in the second half of the 1990s M. The first article to be published on this
topic appeared in 1996 &, followed by a void of publications until the last decade, in
which few articles constituting valid contributions towards the construction of this history
have been published. Some of them are even from the year 2020. However, in general,
these are quantitative studies based on the number of publications by female
archaeologists I and on mentions and interviews in newspapers Bl on the direction of
archaeological excavations or other (/entry/33674) types of research projects [ME1.

These analyses almost always require a significant amount of time for database scrutiny.
However, they have not addressed the gaps concerning the fundamental knowledge of
female contribution to archaeology’s history and/or the progress of understanding the
past.

With this paper, we intend to analyse the contribution of women archaeologists’ doctoral
theses, focussing, above all, on the advances each brought to the knowledge of the
evolution of the occupation of the territory of Northern Portugal during pre- and proto-
historic times.
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Recent research shows that, in terms of gender (/entry/33283) issues in the

archaeological profession, Northern Portugal has not yet achieved the parity
(/entry/33300) that was consolidated in the early twentieth century in the rest of the
country B, The same delay had already been identified in the study developed by Filipa
Dimas and Mariana Diniz ! concerning the presence of female archaeologists as authors
of articles published in archaeological journals from the north of the country.

On the other hand, the Northern region of the country played a significant role in the
teaching of Archaeology in Portugal, both at the technical level, through the Professional
School of Archaeology of Freixo, or, mainly, at a higher level, through the Faculty of Arts
and Humanities of the University of Porto, which played a pioneering role with the
creation of the bachelor’s in History and the major in Archaeology (1990), and later the
bachelor’s in Archaeology (1999). The same institution had, since 1989, a master’s
degree in Archaeology . Unfortunately, they no longer have a PhD in archaeology,
maintaining only bachelor’s and master's degrees.

The Archaeology Unit of the University of Minho has developed several studies in this
territory related to the middle basin of the Cavado River and systematic research projects
conducted mainly by Manuela Martins and Ana Bettencourt, among others, which gave
rise to their doctoral theses.

The evaluation we are now proposing represents an essential contribution to the history
of Portuguese archaeology. We have analysed all the finished and publicly defended PhD
theses deposited in the institutional repositories of all universities, searching for entries of
completed doctoral theses. A second step was the selection of all theses that fit the
conceptual and geographical framework of this paper, from which those performed by
women were identified.

Because they are older, some of these theses were inaccessible in the institutional
repositories. However, it was possible to access them through, for example, publications.
In only one case, a total lack of information prevented the analysis.

This analysis resulted in the collection of thiteen PhD theses developed by female
archaeologists. Eleven were presented at Portuguese Universities (four at the University
of Porto, three at the University of Minho, two at the University of Coimbra, one at the
University of Tras-os-Montes and Alto Douro and another one at the School of Arts and
Humanities of the University of Lisbon) and two others at Spanish universities (one at the
University of Granada and the other at the University of Santiago de Compostela).
Chronologically these studies comprehend research projects based on pre- and proto-
history and fall within the selected geographical area—Northern Portugal. The data
collected are presented in a table (Table 1) to help the reader’s comprehension.

Table 1. PhD Theses between pre- and proto-history of Northern Portugal.

The first evidence was the non-existence of a doctoral thesis developed by a female
archaeologist discussing the ancient prehistory of Northern Portugal, whether Lower,
Middle or Upper Palaeolithic. It is also noted that, in recent years, most doctoral theses
have addressed localised problems, including case studies and studies of archaeological
materials.

Through bibliographical research and the author’s experience and knowledge, which
immensely helped in the several stages of this research, we wondered if any of the
volumes were disseminated through publications. We noticed that only half (50%)
accomplished it. Furthermore, even in the seven doctoral theses that have been
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published, some of the volumes presented are not published because they are detailed
studies or offered results of analyses presented as annexes.

The first thesis, which was publicly defended by a female archaeologist regarding
investigations carried out in the chronological and geographical frames of the present
study, was presented in 1986, and the last was presented in 2016.

In parallel, although it was not a particular goal of this article, we developed other
bibliographic research aiming to verify the evolution of the archaeologists included in our
research in terms of research and publications. We found that some continue to develop
research projects in archaeology or other areas, publishing several articles. However,
most have not followed this course.
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