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The European project 3DPAST - Living & virtual visiting European World Heritage enhanced the ex-
ceptional significance of vernacular architecture in World Heritage. The project highlighted the special
character of these vernacular sites, and the intrinsic spatiality and architectural quality, daily experienced
by their inhabitants. 3DPAST brought the opportunity to discover the ‘spirit of place’ of vernacular dwell-
ings, across Europe. The project aimed to attract new audiences to these properties, through AR experi-
ence in books, a Platform, and a in situ Mobile App (3DPAST is available to download at App store and
Google Play). Non-traveller audiences had the opportunity to watch drone videos and to visit the sites
through virtual and augmented reality, and 3D modelling. The project boosted interactive communica-
tion tools into new digital realities. It also enhanced, the creative potential associated with these sites” in-
tangible culture and with their vernacular expression. This technological way of reaching new audiences
was a distinctiveness factor, to document and disseminate vernacular heritage, little known by the gener-
al public, contributing to local identity and cultural diversity.

The work was developed throughout three Dimensions (Architectural Heritage Dimension; Histori-
cal Dimension; Intangible Heritage Dimension) and three Components of Work (Digital Component;
Creative Component; Communication Component), expressed by several Activities, such as: Publica-
tions, a Booklet, an App, a Digital Platform, Technical Workshops, and Multimedia Workshops. All the
activities were developed in vernacular World Heritage sites located across Europe: Upper Svaneti in
Georgia; Pico in Azores, Portugal, Transylvania in Romania; Pienza in Italy; Old Rauma in Finland, Gi-
rokaster in Albania, Cuenca in Spain; and Chord in Greece.

The project’s team was composed of multidisciplinary experts in architecture, heritage, urbanism, mul-
timedia, artists, among others, who contributed actively in the outcomes of the project. 3DPAST outputs
were shared among interested audiences across more than 100 countries, in the 5 continents. As a result,
the European Commission evaluated the project’s aims, focus, planning, methodology, and outputs, as
Excellent. The project was funded under Creative Europe programme, between 2016 to 2020. 3DPAST
was coordinated by Escola Superior Gallaecia [now integrated at Portucalense University|, with the part-
nership of Universitat Politecnica de Valencia, the University of Florence, the University of Cagliari, and
CRAterre-ENSAG.
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This publication is the result of the project VerSus+ / Heritage for People [Grant Agreement Ref. 607593-CREA-1-2019-1-ES-
CULT-COOP1], co-funded by the European Union (2019-2023), under the Creative Europe Culture Programme.

The European Commission support for the production of this publication does not constitute endorsement of the contents
which reflects the views only of the authors, and the Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made of
the information contained therein.
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