
February 2025

How to successfully publish 

in a scientific journal



- Manuscript preparation

- Publication process 

- How to find the best and most important 

journals to publish with Elsevier in my field 

- Research integrity & publishing ethics

- Transformative agreement Portugal and 

Elsevier

- Author profile and worldwide visibility



Elsevier has a long history of scientific publishing

• The Publishing House of Elzevir was first 
established in 1580 by Lowys (Louis) Elzevir
at the University of Leiden, Holland

▪ Keeping to the tradition of publishing 
established by Lowys Elzevir, Jacobus George 
Robbers established the modern Elsevier 
Company in 1880

▪ Among those authors who published with 
Elsevier are, Galileo, Erasmus, Descartes, 
Alexander Fleming, Julius Verne
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Our journals: our article share
Share of all journal articles published Our scientific disciplines

Elsevier

Others

74%

26%

Around 4,000 English language 
research articles are published 
globally each day

We publish over 1,000 English 
language research articles each 
day
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What is a strong manuscript?

Has a story to tell, has an audience to read

Has a clear, useful, and exciting message

Presented and constructed in a logical manner

Reviewers and editors can grasp the significance easily

Editors and reviewers are all busy people – 

make things easy to save their time



Use the right process to write a paper

▪ Prepare an outline to start writing a first draft:
▪ Determine the central message, the research questions

▪ Prepare draft versions of plots, figures, tables, images

▪ Summarize main findings and group in a logical way 

▪ Select references 

▪ Write in your own style, quickly and without editing

▪ Do not care about language quality

▪ Read your first draft and add notes
▪ Read it as a critical reader (not as the author)

▪ Is the main message clear to new readers?

 



…Use the right process to write paper

▪ Rewrite and improve
▪ Revise the text

▪ Improve the order and logic of the scientific content

▪ Identify gaps and improve unclear parts

▪ Remove double/redundant text

▪ Optimize the readability (clear, concise, short sentences)

▪ Correct language errors

▪ Is the text consistent and coherent? (important when multiple authors 
write the text)

▪ Get feedback from co-workers and colleagues



Manuscript Language: general tips
Use of tense

▪ Abstract and Summary: past tense

▪ Introduction: present tense

▪ Methods & Materials and Results: past tense

▪ Discussion: both past and present tense

▪ Write direct and short sentences.

▪ Long sentences confuse readers. Short sentences look more professional.

▪ The average length of sentences in scientific writing is about 12-17 

words.

▪ One idea or piece of information per sentence is sufficient.

▪ Avoid multiple statements in one sentence.



Title

The title must be:

▪ Interesting, concise and informative

▪ Accurate for use in indexing systems and databases

▪ Allow potential readers to judge your paper 

▪ Some journals encourage declarative titles, but descriptive titles 

remain the norm

▪ Declarative: “Selective elimination of messenger RNA prevents an 

incidence of untimely meiosis”

▪ Descriptive: “Mechanism of DNA translocation in a replicative 

hexameric helicase”

▪ Delete trivial phrases e.g. “Notes on …” or “A study of…”

▪ Titles that end with a question mark are seldom acceptable.



Authors

Corresponding Author: 

▪ Conducts and/or supervises the data analysis and the proper 

presentation and interpretation of the results 

▪ Puts paper together and submits the paper to journal 

Co-Author(s): 

• Makes intellectual contributions to the data analysis and contributes 

to data interpretation 

• Reviews each paper draft 

• Must be able to present the results, defend the implications and 

discuss study limitations 



Abstract

Abstracts are freely available in electronic abstracting & indexing 

services (PubMed, Medline, Embase, Scopus, ....)

▪ This is the advertisement of your article. Make it 

interesting, and easy to be understood without reading the 

whole article.

▪ You must be accurate and specific!

▪ A clear abstract will strongly influence whether or not your 

work is further considered.

▪ Keep it as brief as possible!!!

▪ It is your opportunity to sell your article
What are the 

main findings

What has 

been done



Introduction

Provide context to convince readers that you clearly know why your work is 

useful

▪ Be brief 

▪ Clearly address the following: 

▪ What is the problem, what are your aims, what is your hypothesis, what is 

the significance of your work

▪ What was done before (balanced literature, cite a couple of original and 

important works, including recent review articles, Editors hate many references 

irrelevant to the work, or inappropriate judgments  on your own achievements)

▪ What did you do

▪ What did you achieve 

▪ Try to be consistent with the nature of the journal



Describe how the problem was studied

▪ Include detailed information

▪ Do not repeat previously published established procedures

▪ Identify the equipment and describe materials used

Methods



Results: what have you found?

▪ Use clear figures and tables to summarize data

▪ Do not duplicate tables and figures in the text

▪ Captions should be able to stand alone

▪ The data represented should be easy to interpret

  “Readers often look at the graphics first and many 
times go no further”.



"One Picture is Worth a Thousand 

Words" Sue Hanauer (1968)

Results: Figures and tables

▪ Illustrations are critical, because

▪ Figures and tables are the most efficient way to present results 

▪ Results are the driving force of the publication

▪ Captions and legends must be detailed enough to make 
figures and tables self-explanatory

▪ Graphs are often used for comparison of results, or with 
calculated/theoretical values. 

▪ Graphs should have ONLY 3 or 4 data sets per figure; 
well-selected scales; appropriate axis label size and clear 
symbols



Discussion

What the results mean

▪ Most important section. Here you get the chance to SELL your data!

▪ Make the Discussion correspond to the Results
▪ Do NOT ignore work in disagreement with yours – confront it and 

convince the reader that you are correct or better
▪ Discuss the limitations and implications of your results

▪ You need to compare published results with yours



Conclusion

How the work advances the field from the present state of knowledge

▪ Should be clear

▪ Justify your work in the research field 

▪ Suggest future experiments



▪ Do not use too many references

▪ Always ensure you have fully absorbed the material you are referencing 
and do not just rely on checking excerpts or isolated sentences 

▪ Avoid excessive self-citations

▪ Avoid excessive citations of publications from the same region 

▪ Conform strictly to the style given in the Guide for Authors

References

Cite the main scientific publications on which your work is based



Cover Letter

▪ Submitted along with your manuscript

▪ Mention what would make your manuscript special to the 

journal

▪ Note special requirements (reviewers, conflicts of interest)

Your chance to speak to the editor directly
Final approval from all 

authors

Explanation of importance 

of research

Suggested reviewers
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Publication flow 

Submit a 

paper

Basic requirements met?

REJECT

Assign 

reviewers

Collect reviewers’ 

recommendations

Make a 

decision
Revise the 

paper

[Reject]

[Revision required]

[Accept]

[Yes]

[No]
Review and give 

recommendation

START

ACCEPT

Author Editor Reviewer



▪ Peer review helps to determine the validity, significance and originality of 
research

▪ Helps to improve the quality of papers 

▪ Publication in peer-reviewed journals protects the author’s work and claim to 
authorship 

▪ Publishers have ensured the sustainability of journals and the peer-review 
system for over 300 years

24

The essential filter used to separate science from speculation and to determine scientific quality

The costs of managing the peer-

review process are borne by 

publishers

Publishers stand outside the 

academic process and are not prone 

to prejudice or favour

Peer Review
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Choosing the right journal

JournalFinder tool

Using Fingerprint EngineTM

Find out the journals that could be 
best suited for publishing your 
research. Match your manuscript 
using the JournalFinder tool, then 
learn more about each journal.

https://journalfinder.elsevier.com/


How to chose the best journal by its impact in 
every subject area

https://www.scopus.com/sources.uri?zone=TopNavBar&origin=searchbasic


Choosing the right journal
On the homepages you will find:

▪ Journal aims and scope

▪ Types of articles accepted

▪ Recently published articles

▪ References in your own article will 
often lead you to the correct journal

DO NOT submit 

manuscripts to more 

than one journal at 
a time
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Missing Research Integrity Documentation

•Materials / Data agreements

•Protocols & IRB Approvals

•Trial registration

•Patient consent (to study & to publication)

Research Agreements

•Authorship order

•Authorship affiliations & funding

•CREDIT / ICMJE statements

•Conflicts of interest & declarations statements

Authorship

•Figure and Table reproductionCopyright Permissions

•Anonymized files for peer review

➢ check journal policy
Peer Review



▪ Authors should not list AI and AI-assisted technologies as an author or co-author, nor cite AI as an author. 

▪ Authorship implies responsibilities and tasks that can only be attributed to and performed by humans.

Compliance with Generative AI policies

Can ChatGPT be listed as an Author? No! 



Generative AI Author policies

1 Policies are published on Elsevier’s Publishing Ethics page: https://www.elsevier.com/about/policies/publishing-ethics.
Further guidance can be found in the RELX Responsible AI Principles.

▪ Elsevier’s policy1 states that authors should:

▪ Only use Generative AI and AI-assisted technologies to improve readability and 

language of the work.

▪ Apply the technology with human oversight and control, as it can generate 

authoritative-sounding text that may be biased, incorrect, or incomplete.

▪ Disclose in their manuscript the use of Generative AI and AI-assisted technologies.

▪ Not list Generative AI and AI-assisted technologies as an author or co-author or 

cite AI as an author.

[!] Please note the policy only refers to the use of Generative AI in the writing process, and not to the use of AI 
tools to analyze and draw insights from data as part of the research process.

https://www.elsevier.com/about/policies/publishing-ethics
https://www.relx.com/~/media/Files/R/RELX-Group/documents/responsibility/download-center/relx-responsible-ai-principles-0622.pdf


Generative AI Image & Artwork Policy

▪ We do not permit the use of generative AI or AI-assisted tools 

to create or alter images in submitted manuscripts.1

▪ Exception: Where the use of Generative AI or AI-

assisted tools is part of the research design or 

research methods (such as in AI-assisted imaging 

approaches to generate or interpret the underlying 

research data), such use must be described in a 

reproducible manner in the methods section.1

▪ The use of generative AI or AI-assisted tools in the production 

of artwork such as for journal covers or graphical abstracts 

is not permitted.

1Policies are published on Elsevier’s Publishing Ethics page: https://www.elsevier.com/about/policies/publishing-ethics
Further guidance can be found in the RELX Responsible AI Principles

https://www.elsevier.com/about/policies/publishing-ethics
https://www.relx.com/~/media/Files/R/RELX-Group/documents/responsibility/download-center/relx-responsible-ai-principles-0622.pdf


▪ Data fabrication: making up of research data

▪ Data falsification: manipulation of existing 

research data to produce desired results

Data Falsification

https://datacolada.org/109

https://retractionwatch.com/2022/12/22/that-paper-
with-the-t-error-bars-was-just-retracted/

https://datacolada.org/109
https://retractionwatch.com/2022/12/22/that-paper-with-the-t-error-bars-was-just-retracted/
https://retractionwatch.com/2022/12/22/that-paper-with-the-t-error-bars-was-just-retracted/


Image Manipulation

It is not acceptable to enhance, obscure, 
move, remove, or introduce a specific 

feature within an image. 

Adjustments of brightness, contrast, or 
color balance are acceptable as long as 
they do not obscure or eliminate any 
information present in the original. 

Manipulating images for improved 
clarity is accepted, but manipulation for 

other purposes could be seen as 
scientific ethical abuse and will be dealt 

with accordingly.

Image forensics tools or other specialized software may be applied to submitted manuscripts to 
identify suspected image irregularities.

The STM Working Group on Image Alterations and Duplications: Image alteration and duplication in scientific publications | Module 2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UddQodWU__8 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UddQodWU__8


Paraphrasing

• Rephrasing text in your own words, without citing sources 

drawn upon.

• Copying phrases, passages, or ideas then using synonyms to 

slightly modify before stitching together to create new text is 

referred to as mosaic plagiarism.

Outright plagiarism (verbatim plagiarism)

• Reproducing a work word for word, in whole or in part, 

without permission and acknowledgment of the original source.

Plagiarism & Textual Overlap
Using another work (typically the work of another author) without permission, credit, or acknowledgment. 

Text recycling (self-plagiarism)
• Overlapping sections of text with an author’s own previously 

published work, often without attribution.

https://publicationethics.org/sites/default/files/Web_A29298_COPE_Text_Recycling.pdf

Different situations may result in 

different outcomes, depending if:

1. The originating work was cited; and

2. overlap is substantial.

▪ Quantity: relative amount of 

copied/paraphrased text

▪ Quality: relative value of copied text 

in proportion to the work as a whole



iThenticate



Citation Manipulation

How many red flags do 
you see in this revision 
decision letter?

Dear Author, 

Thank you for submitting your paper to Journal ABCD.  I have 
completed my evaluation of your manuscript. The reviewers 
recommend reconsideration of your manuscript following minor 
revision and modification. Your paper is likely to be accepted pending all 
the changes are made as indicated below.

…

Editor-in-Chief

Reviewer 1:
…

The authors have failed to mention the below leading papers. I strongly 
recommend the author includes the references listed below.

doi.org/10.1111/AAAA/reference1
doi.org/10.2222/BBBB/reference2
doi.org/10.1234/ABCD/reference3
doi.org/10.1234/ABCD/reference4
doi.org/10.1234/ABCD/reference5

Are you required to 
add in these 
references?

No. As COPE recommends: 
“…any suggested citations…must advance the 
argument within the article.”

“There can be circumstances…which may 
improve the quality of the paper, but these 
should not be a condition of acceptance.”

https://publicationethics.org/case/editor-and-
reviewers-requiring-authors-cite-their-own-work 

https://publicationethics.org/case/editor-and-reviewers-requiring-authors-cite-their-own-work
https://publicationethics.org/case/editor-and-reviewers-requiring-authors-cite-their-own-work


No. Simultaneous submissions to more than one 
journal violates ethics policies.

Multiple, redundant, or concurrent 
publications

• Manuscripts that describe essentially 
the same research and are published in 
more than one journal.

• Duplication of the same paper in 
multiple journals of different 
languages.

• “Salami Slicing”, or creating several 
publications from the same research.

Duplicate vs. Simultaneous Submissions

To save time, can I submit my paper to 
more than one journal in parallel?

What if I have shared my paper on a 
preprint server, would that be considered 
duplicate publication?

No. Elsevier allows responsible sharing on pre-
print servers. 



Falling Prey to Predatory Journals
➢ “Predatory publishing…refers to the systematic for-profit publication of purportedly scholarly content… 

in a deceptive or fraudulent way and without any regard for quality assurance.”1

1https://publicationethics.org/sites/default/files/cope_dd_a4_pred_publishing_nov19_screenaw.pdf

Commonly co-occurring features1:

• Hidden or unclear author fees;

• The lack of quality peer review of 
articles by experts in the field;

• The guarantee of acceptance and/or 
very fast publication times (e.g. 
within one week or 48 hours).

Check the following for warning signs of 
“fake” journals:

• Website

• Journal Name

• Peer Review Process

• Ownership & Management

• Editorial team/contact information

• Author fees

• Process for resolution of research misconduct

• Direct marketing



Consequences & Corrections to the Record

Seriousness

Expression of 
Concern

Often temporary measure to 
alert readers of:

➢ ongoing investigation
➢ inconclusive evidence

Erratum
Corrects minor mistakes 

introduced by the publisher

Corrigendum
Corrects minor (honest) 

mistakes raised by authors, 
that don’t change results

Retraction
➢ major mistakes
➢ ethical violations
➢ compromised peer-

review

Removal
Used infrequently; 

when errors or misconduct 
poses:

➢ health risk
➢ identity exposure
➢ legal infringement

May also lead to notification of institute(s) 
and/or funding source(s), or loss of editorial 

and/or reviewer permissions

Withdrawal
Above conditions are met, for Articles in Press only
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https://www.elsevier.com/open-access/agreements/fct
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How the authors gain visibility worldwide 
with Scopus

https://www.scopus.com/search/form.uri?display=basic&zone=header&origin=sbrowse#author


Christiane Fiorin
Customer Success Manager Portugal & Spain
ELSEVIER 
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